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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks Pp. 9-10, filed 16 August 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-20 under Schiffer in view of other prior art have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of newly discovered prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed . 
to non- statutory subject matter. Phraseology such as "a computer-implemented method" and "a 
computer readable medium" are not drawn towards one of the statutory categories. Correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP 
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§ 2172.01. The omitted steps are: usage of the first network identifier and a port, and functional 
link to the first access requirement. ■ 

7. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission amounting to a 
gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural 
cooperative relationships are: in regards to step b, whether the mobile device performs the 
reading step, the associating step, or both. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1, 5-8, 10-15, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Leerssen et al. (7,032,243). 

10. For claim 1, Leerssen teaches a computer-implemented method (abstract; col. 1, line 1 - 
col. 5, line 10; col. 20, lines 1-25) comprising: 

a. Coupling (col. 5, line 10 - col. 6, Une 20) a mobile (col. 6, lines 6 and 14) device 
(Fig. 1, #10) having a first resource (col. 5, lines 30-35) to a first network environment 
(Fig.l,#8); 
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b. Reading (col. 8, lines 35-40) a first network identifier (col. 9, lines 25-35) 
associated with the first network environment and a port by the mobile device (col. 9, 
lines 35-60); 

c. Determining whether the first network identifier satisfies a first access 
requirement stored locally at the mobile device by the mobile device (col. 9, line 60 - col. 
10, line 65); and 

d. Allowing access to the first resource (col. 9, lines 10-25) if the first network 
identifier satisfies the first access requirement (col. 10, line 65 - col. 12, line 15). 

1 1 . For claim 5, Leerssen teaches a computer-implemented method (abstract) of establishing 
and using sharing criteria to control access to a resource (col. 1, line 1 - col. 5, line 10; col. 20, 
lines 1-25) comprising: 

a. Reading (col. 8, lines 35-40) a first network identifier (col. 9, lines 25-35) 
associated with a first network environment (Fig. 1 , #8) and a port by a mobile device 
(col. 9, lines 35-60); 

b. Receiving, by the mobile device, an indication that a first resource on the mobile 
device is to be associated with the first network identifier (col. 9, lines 35-60); and 

c. Storing the first network identifier in a first association with a resource identifier 
that identifies the first resource so that access to the resource is contingent upon receipt of 
the first network identifier (col. 10, lines 10-50). 

12. For claim 6, Leerssen teaches the storing of the first network identifier in association with 
the resource identifier is accomplished by copying a portion of an association between the first 
network identifier and a second resource (col. 11, lines 5-15). 
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13. For claim 7, Leerssen teaches that the method of claim 5 further comprising: 

a. Receiving a network identifier associated with an entity attempting to access the 
resource (col. 9, lines 25-35); 

b. Comparing the received network identifier with the stored network identifier (col. 
11, lines 50-60); and 

c. Allowing access to the first resource if the received network identifier matches the 
stored network identifier (col. 12, line 60 - col. 13, line 35). 

14. For claim 8, Leerssen teaches the method of claim 5 further comprising: 

a. Receiving a network identifier associated with an entity attempting to access the 
resource (col. 9, lines 25-35); 

b. Comparing the received network identifier with the stored network identifier (col. 
11, lines 50-60); and 

c. Denying access to the first resource if the received network identifier does not 
match the stored network identifier (col. 12, line 60 - col. 13, line 35). 

15. For claim 10, Leerssen teaches removing the first association between the first network 
identifier and the resource identifier so that access to the first resource is allowed without receipt 
of the first network identifier (Fig. 7A). 

16. For claim 11, Leerssen teaches suspending temporarily the first association between the 
first network identifier and the resource identifier so that access to the first resource is allowed 
without receipt of the first network identifier (Fig. 5 A, #119). 

17. For claim 12, Leerssen teaches the method of claim 5 further comprising: 
a. Displaying a second network identifier (col. 9, lines 35-60); 
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b. Receiving an indication that the first resource is to be associated with the second 
network identifier (col. 9, lines 25-35); and 

c. Storing the second network identifier in a second association with the resource 
identifier so that access to the first resource is contingent upon receipt of either the first 
network identifier or the second network identifier (col. 10, lines 10-50). 

18. For claim 13, Leerssen teaches a computer readable mediiun (abstract) including 
instructions for causing a processor (col. 1, line 1 - col. 5, line 10; col. 20, Unes 1-25) to: 

a. Read (col. 8, lines 35-40), by a mobile (col. 6, lines 6 and 14) device (Fig. 1, #10), 
a first network identifier (col. 9, lines 25-35) associated with a first network environment 
and a port (col. 9, lines 35-60); 

b. Receive, by the mobile device, an indication that a first resource on the mobile 
device is to be associated with the first network identifier (col 9, lines 35-60); and 

c. Store in memory the first network identifier in a first association with a resource 
identifier that identifies the resource so that access to the first resource is contingent upon 
receipt of the first network identifier (coL 10, lines 10-50). 

19. For claim 14, Leerssen teaches in which to store in the memory the first network 
identifier in association with the resource identifier a copy of a portion of an association between 
the first network identifier and a second resource is used (col. 11, lines 5-15). 

20. For claim 15, Leerssen teaches in which the computer readable medium of claim 13 
wherein the instructions cause the processor to: 

a. Receive a third network identifier (col. 9, lines 35-60); 
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b. Compare the third network identifier with the stored first network identifier (col. 
11, Unes 50-60); and 

c. Allow access to the resource if the third network identifier and the stored first 
network identifier are substantially equal (col. 12, line 60 - col. 13, Hne 35). 

21 . For claim 17, Leerssen teaches wherein the instructions cause the processor to remove the 
first association between the first network identifier and the resource identifier so that access to 
the first resource is allowed without receipt of the first network identifier (Fig. 7 A). 

22. For claim 1 8, Leerssen teaches wherein the instructions cause the processor to suspend 
temporarily the first association between the first network identifier and the resource identifier so 
that access to the first resource is allowed without receipt of the first network identifier (Fig. 5 A, 
#119). 

23. For claim 19, Leerssen teaches wherein the processor is located in a mobile device 
comprising one of the following: a notebook computer, a mobile telephone and a personal 
digital assistant (col. 6, lines 5-7). 

24. For claim 20, wherein the resource comprises one of the following: a folder, a directory, a 
file, an application, a printer, a disk drive, a ROM drive, memory and a scanner (col. 6, lines 35- 
55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

25. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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26. Claims 2-4, 9, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leerssen as applied to claims 1, 5, 13 above, and further in view of Burton et al. (7,130,880). 

27. For claim 2, Leerssen does not expressly disclose that the method of claim 1 further 
comprises authentication. Burton teaches a method (abstract) for sharing files over a network 
(col. 1, line 1 - col. 2, line 55; col. 5, lines 5-25), wherein the method further comprises: 

a. Obtaining a user name and password associated with a particular user of the first 
network (col. 4, lines 35-40); 

b. Reading a second access requirement stored locally at the mobile device (col. 4, 
lines 1-10); and 

c. Determining if the user name and password satisfies the second access 
requirement before allowing access to the first resource (col. 4, lines 40-50). 

14. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
Burton's authentication Leerssen in order to provide a system for tracking the rights of particular 
users (col. 1, line 60 - col. 2, line 10). 

15. For claim 3, Leerssen does not expressly disclose that the method of claim 1 further 
comprises authentication. Burton teaches that the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

a. Obtaining a user name and password associated with a particular user of the first 
network after allowing access to the first resource (coL 4, lines 35-40); 

b. Reading a second access requirement stored locally at the mobile device and 
associated with a second resource after allowing access to the first resource (col. 4, lines 
1-10); 
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c. Determining if the user name and password satisfies the second access 
requirement (col. 4, lines 40-50); and 

d. Allowing access to the second resource if the user name and password satisfies 
the second access requirement (col. 4, lines 40-50). 

16. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
Burton's authentication Leerssen in order to provide a system for tracking the rights of particular 
users (col. 1, line 60 - col. 2, line 10). 

17. For claim 4, Leerssen teaches the second network environment (Fig. 1, #9), but does not 
expressly disclose that the method of claim 1 further comprises authentication. Burton teaches 
that the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

a. Reading a user name and password (col. 4, lines 35-40) associated with a second 
network environment (Fig. 2); 

b. Determining whether the user name and password satisfies a second access 
requirement (col. 4, lines 40-50) stored locally at the mobile device (col. 4, lines 1-10); 
and 

c. Allowing access to a second resource associated with the mobile device if the user 
name and password satisfies the second access requirement (col. 4, lines 40-50). 

18. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
Burton's authentication Leerssen in order to provide a system for tracking the rights of particular 
users (col. 1, line 60 - col. 2, line 10). 

19. For claim 9, Leerssen does not expressly disclose that the method of claim 1 further 
comprises authentication. Burton teaches that the method of claim 5 further comprising: 
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a. Receiving a user name and password associated with a particular user (col. 4, lines 
35-40); 

b. Receiving an indication that the first resource is to be associated also with the user 
name and password (Fig. 3); and 

c. Storing the user name and password in a second association with the resource 
identifier so that the access to the first resource is contingent also upon receipt of the user 
name and password (col. 3, lines 35-50). 

20. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added 
Burton's authentication Leerssen in order to provide a system for tracking the rights of particular 
users (col. 1, line 60 - col. 2, line 10). 

21. For claim 16, Leerssen does not expressly disclose that the method of claim 1 further 
comprises authentication. Burton teaches that the computer readable medium of claim 13 
wherein the instructions cause the processor to: 

a. Receive a user name and password associated with a particular user (col. 4, lines 
35-40); 

b. Receive an indication that the first resource is to be associated also with the user 
name and password (Fig. 3); and 

c. Store in the memory the user name and password in a second association with the 
resource identifier so that the access of the first resource is contingent also upon receipt 
of the user name and password (col. 3, lines 35-50). 

Conclusion 
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22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. They regard further teachings on file sharing, authentication, and network 
determination. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin H. Pollack whose telephone number is (571) 272-3887. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance fi-om a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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